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Il8 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. IV. 

La Contagion du Meurtre. Etude d 'anthropologic criminelle. Par le 
Dr. Paul Aubry. Preface de M. le Dr. A. Corre. Seconde Edition, 
entierement refondue. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1894. — pp. xxiv, 308. 

This is the second edition of a work — based, if I remember rightly, on 
a thesis for the doctorate — published in 1888. It is very considerably 
modified, being practically, as the publisher claims, a new book. The text 
of the author, who has written largely in periodicals upon medico-psychol- 
ogy and criminal anthropology, is that the murderous psychosis is infec- 
tious, as microbic diseases are. Part I deals with the general phases of 
this contagion : heredity, prison companionship, the witnessing of execu- 
tions, reading. Part II treats of special manifestations : vitriol throwing, 
poisoning, etc. The author's remarks on the Whitechapel murders and 
London prostitution are just ; but it is going beyond the bounds of right- 
eous indignation to insult good liquor by calling it 'wisky.' A good 
many of the English names have suffered in this way (cf. p. 155, e.g.). 
Part III takes us, by way of murder with an accomplice or accomplices, to 
murder regarded as epidemic and endemic. The chapter on anarchist 
crimes, with its exhaustive list, will be read just now with special interest. — 
One of the features of the new edition is its richness of detailed illustration. 
May it not fall into the hands of any one in whose mental system the virus 
is likely to ' take ' ! Appended is a bibliography, intended to supplement 
those of Ferri (1893) and MacDonald (1893). 

The preface by Dr. Corre, the criminologist of Brest, is described by the 
publisher as ' tres belle,' and the description is not unmerited. It is very 
pleasant reading ; dealing, in a light and popular vein, with the antiquity 
of crime, the justification of an absolutely free press, etc. But it is a bad 
custom, this of getting another man to write the preface to your book ; 
and must be condemned ' on principle.' E. B. T. 

Le merveilleux scientiftque. Par J. P. Durand (de Gros). Paris, 
Felix Alcan, 1894. — pp. 344. 

M. Durand is a veteran campaigner against the marvelous. His first 
book — Electrodynamisme vital, issued under the pseudonym of Philips — 
was published in 1855 ; and his later volumes are dated i860, 1868, 1869, 
1871, 1886, 1888. No wonder that he should write, more in sorrow than in 
anger, to rebuke the younger generation, — MM. Binet, Fere", Gilles de la 
Tourette, Pierre Janet, — for making M. Charcot "faire de l'hypnotisme 
une veritable science" ! Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona multi. 

M. Durand will guide the reader, at his pleasure, through the ' night of 
mystery and horror ' that shrouds the mesmeric hemisphere of hypnotics, or 
over the civilized and illuminated continents of Braidism and Fario-Grimism. 
Biomagnetism, telepathy, hypotaxy, expressed suggestion, sensorial fascina- 
tion, ideoplastia, electro-biology, the philosophy of ' revenants,' zoomagnet- 
ics, spiritism, — John Wellington Wells, off the stage, for six francs ! 
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But seriously, I feel some considerable degree of sympathy with M. 
Durand. The neo-hypnotic school, which Wundt has shown to be, with 
certain salient exceptions, penetrated through and through with the spirit of 
occultism, is pretty ungrateful to its pioneers. The book is therefore really 
useful for those who, like the brilliant ethnographer, cited by the author as 
putting Goa in Africa, are ' sans doute peu verse's dans ' the history of their 
'science.' E. B. T. 

Primer of Psychology. By George Trumbull Ladd, Professor of 
Philosophy in Yale University. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1894. — pp. xv, 224. 

" This book is not to be regarded as an abridgment of any other existing 
work, whether by its author or by other writers on psychology. It is what 
its name best indicates — a ' Primer.' " So Professor Ladd, at the conclu- 
sion of his preface. And the contention is justified, inasmuch as the 
Primer is much less than a boiling-down of the Psychology. At the same 
time, I have not found anything in the former which is not in the latter ; 
while the order of exposition, and titles and contents of chapters in the two 
works present great similarities. 

" A young friend was kind enough to offer herself as both subject for the 
experiment [the writing of the Primer\ and judge of its result. I have 
tried to make my confidence in the intelligence of my youthful critic the 
measure of my success." I should like to be able to examine the author's 
young friend in the matter of attention and ' primary intellection ' ; and to 
see if she could translate into psychology the italicized words in the fol- 
lowing sentence : " Genuine logical inference, or reasoning, takes place 
whenever two judgments are mentally related in such manner that one is 
made the ' reason ' (or ' ground ') of the other, with a consciousness of the 
relation thus established between them." 

In a word, the defects of the large work are the defects of the small. 
And I do not think that the small has so many compensating merits as the 
large. With all due deference to the first reader of the work, it seems to 
me to tend towards uninterestingness. At the same time, it is the only 
book of the kind in the field ; and we should be sincerely grateful to 
Professor Ladd for spending time and trouble upon it. It will doubtless 
introduce psychology to many persons who would without it have remained 
altogether in ignorance of the science. E. B. T. 

Pour et contre P enseignement philosophique. Extrait de la Revue bleue. 
Th. Ribot, P. Janet, A. Fouillee, H. Taine, etc. Paris, Felix 
Alcan, 1894. — pp. 179. 

This is a reprint of the principal articles and letters occurring in the con- 
troversial series published last winter in the Revue bleue. The most valua- 
ble thing about the volume (apart, of course, from possible practical results) 



